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Welcome to the March 

Edition of E ðLinc.  It has 

come to my attention 

that some people are 

worried about the 

amount of colour being 

used in this publication 

especially if it has to be 

re-printed for display in 

a church etc. Colour is 

a way of attracting at-

tention and whilst I ap-

preciate the problem I 

make no apology for 

using colour. The an-

swer is in fact in your 

own hands ñthose do-

ing the reprints could 

use the monochrome or 

black setting on the 

printer [there may be 

some colour contrast 

difficulties but they can 

be overcome]  

Could I also ask that 

adverts for the web site 

if they contain graphics 

be sent in a pdf format 

as this will eliminate 

some of the preparation 

processes for the web 

site and may lead to a 

new way of displaying 

the advert ð Thank you  

The heart shapes made by the coiling of the razor wire are unmistakable and cruelly ironic, an antithesis in 
sharp edged steel. Sometimes individuals and groups are like this. Sometimes they donôt mean to be but 
just are. Sometimes they definitely mean to be. Either way innocent people may be at risk and vulnerable 
people will be in danger.  

Especially children. The task of óCreating Safer Spaceô both within and beyond the life of the church is an 
essential one, as reports in the media sadly make all too clear. The Safeguarding training which the church 
rightly insists upon recognises the sharp edged and dangerous realities of child abuse, and equips us to 
respond appropriately and well to both the abused and their abusers. But what of the church itself and the 
message of Godôs love at the heart of the gospel of Jesus Christ? 

All too frequently throughout history religious extremists have perverted a message of loving others and self 
into the razor wire of prejudice, suspicion, hatred and even violence, often for political ends.  The Pogroms 
and Crusades of yesteryear are replaced today by ethnic cleansing, genocide and geo-political violence, 
drawn out by some on the axes of religion as camouflage for more base reasons. For witch-hunts read sex-
ual and gender-based discrimination and exclusion. Such attitudes and behaviour creates relational space 
which is anything but safe for those victimised and targeted in this way. 

Such razor wire is forged in the brokenness, vulnerability and fear of ordinary people. It is heart shaped be-
cause it represents an inner failure to love others in a bounded, generous, unconditional and respectful way. 

In the wilderness Jesus recognised and faced up to the razor wire of human nature. He spent the rest of his 
life entangled in it. His disciples are called to follow him there and do the same. We have to be honest about 
the problems which beset both our society and our world and also root out those which may be lurking be-
neath the surface of our common life. Everything which warps our being and forms razor wire is under the 
scrutiny of Godôs love and grace. During Lent the Temptation narratives encourage us to go deep into all 
that is wrong. Not least within ourselves. And to do this with all the confidence of Easter people. 

  

Love and peace, 

David 
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Advance Notice: 

Lincoln and Grimsby District 

Ordinands' Testimony Service 

Friday 18th June: 7:00 p.m. 

Bailgate Methodist Church 

Lincoln 

An opportunity to hear the testimonies of all four of our ministers who are to be ordained this year and to send them on to their Ordina-

tions with our blessing. 

 

 

The new Breakout and Media Web site 

http://www.breakout2010.info/  

CHRISTIAN involvement in a campaign for adequate compensation as part of changes to the way that radio frequencies  

 are allocated has stepped up a gear.  

The Church of England has officially joined the Save Our Sound UK (SOS) movement to press Government to provide 

adequate compensation for affected groups, which includes the British entertainment industry.  

Ofcom, supported by the Government, has proposed to clear out a spectrum currently used by radio microphones. (The Baptist 

Times, Dec 10, 2009)  

Many churches use wireless microphones to transmit the voice of clergy and others leading services.  

A new UK - wide dedicated channel will be provided. Older equipment will need to be retuned by technicians, or in some cases re-

placed completely.  

An estimated one in eight churches will have to retune, at an average cost of £500.  

The Government is aware of the lobbying, and is currently finalising compensation proposals.  

The Rt Revd Michael Langrish, Bishop of Exeter said, 'The least that can be done is to ensure that full compensation is 

offered to all organisations, whether commercial or charitable, that are going to be affected by this change.'  

He added churches which use licensed channels for their wireless equipment will need to get in touch with their installation com-

pany.  

Frank Cranmer, secretary of the Churches' Legislative Advisory Service, also urged those attending  churches to contact their 

MP. 

He said, 'The Government is turning the tap off, so why should   churches pay for new kit 

and for retuning? There is a lot of money resting on this, which will go to the Treasury. The cost 

of compensation is a fleabite compared with the revenue it will bring.  

'I urge churches to write to their MPs. Nothing concentrates the minds of MPs like the prospect of not getting your vote at the 

election.'  
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John Coupland Hospital, Gainsborough  

Hospital Chaplain  

Band 6 £24,831 pro rata  

7 hours per week  

Job reference number 667 - L1777  

John Coupland Hospital is a community hospital encompassing 23 in - patient beds (including palliative care), day 

case surgery, an out - patients department, a minor injuries unit and therapy areas.  

 

We are currently seeking to recruit a Hospital Chaplain to lead and co - ordinate spiritual, religious and pastoral care 

to patients, families, staff and volunteers.  

 

A proven ability to communicate with people of differing or no faith is required and an understanding of people liv-

ing with long term conditions/terminal illness and their families would be of benefit.  

 

Applicants should be an ordained minister of the Church of England, Roman Catholic Church or ordained within the 

Free Churches and be eligible for authorisation by the Free Churches Group.  Experience of pastoral/church based 

ministry is essential.  

 

This is a part time position of 7 hours per week.   

 

This post is subject to an enhanced disclosure from the CRB.  

 

For further information, please contact Jill Anderson, Matron, 01427 816505.  

 

To apply please visit www.jobs.nhs.uk  quoting the above job reference number.  

 

Closing Date 14th March 2010 

WOMENõS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER IN LINCOLN & GRIMSBY 

5TH MARCH 2010  

PRAYER SERVICES WE HAVE BEEN TOLD ABOUT;-  

 

 

 

 

St Margaretõs Church Laceby 2.00pm 



STANDING IN SOLIDARITY WITH FIJI 

FOLLOWING a coup in  2006, an interim Government is in place in Fiji, led by Commodore Frank Bainimarama. After 

the courts ruled the coup illegal in April 2009 he abrogated the constitution. All the major democratic institutions are 

now suspended or controlled, including the parliament, the media and now the Methodist Church. The temporary 

Public Emergency Regulations continue to be renewed each month, under which nine leaders of Methodist Church Fiji 

(MCF) are charged with attending an unauthorised meeting of the Conference's standing committee.  

The nine accused Church leaders went to court on January 8 for a pre - trial hearing. When they got there they discov-

ered that the magistrate who was supposed to be hearing the case was one of three who had just been dismissed by 

the Government, along with the country's director of public prosecutions. The hearing was deferred to March.  
Commodore Bainimarama has since announced that the MCF will not be allowed to hold their annual Conference until 
2014 at the earliest -  the year he has promised to hold democratic elections in Fiji. In addition, the Government -
controlled press has reported that some of the Methodist ministers have now also been accused by the Government 
of being paid informers for the previous Government (the one ousted in the 2006 coup).  
I 
n December, World Church partnerships co - ordinator Steve Pearce visited Fiji, partly to express British Methodists' 
solidarity with the accused Church leaders and also to look for ways of supporting the Church in its ordinary life 24).  
Steve said, "As ever in Fiji, a lasting impression is the sight and sound of prayer at all times and in all places -  always 
before meals, snacks, meetings or journeys and whenever you pass a church there are usually two or three people at 
prayer. At Methodist headquarters many of the local women have been taking part in midnight prayer vigils since the 
arrest of their leaders. "Despite its difficulties, MCF is engaging in some creative initiatives. Together with local UN 
staff, the Church's Citizenship Department has run 93 workshops on good governance s with more planned, giving  
local people the opportunity to develop skills in recognising what constitutes fair and open decision - making."  
One of the nine accused Church leaders, the RevTuikilakila Wagairatu, had a message for their UK supporters: "Tell 
the Methodists in Britain we are spiritually strong in this difficulty," he said. "Tell them we are OK!"  



Heritage Risk Seminar 

Lincolnshire Police ðLincolnshire Fire and Rescue ðEnglish Heritage  

You are invited to a free seminar to discuss the protection of the places of worship within Lincolnshire.  

10am -  1pm Tuesday 2 March 2010  

The Parish Church of Saint Wulfram, Church Street, Grantham NG31 6RR  

 Our aim is to:   

Increase awareness of the risks to our historic buildings and their contents, including crime, environmental and 

accidental damage   

Help secure business continuity of the services provided by places of worship, should a disaster occur  

 Provide advice and solutions to common and individual problems  

 The seminar is to be opened by the Archdeacon of Lincoln followed by a series of presentations from Lincolnshire 

Fire and Rescue, Lincolnshire Police and English Heritage.  

 There will also be opportunities for you to discuss any general or individual issues, either in open forum or with 

the individual agencies.  

Light refreshments will be available from 9.30 am  

There is no charge for attendance at this seminar  

 

Fair Trade Clergy Shirts 

   

 

 

 

Fair trade clergy shirts by Butler and Butler  

 

THE BIG SWAP  

For this year's Fairtrade Fortnight the nation is being asked to take part in The Big Swap. For two whole weeks the 

Fairtrade Foundation are asking people to swap their usual stuff for Fairtrade stuff. The usual bananas for Fairtrade 

bananas, the usual cotton socks for Fairtrade cotton socks, and the usual cuppa for a Fairtrade cuppa. This means 

that every time anyone goes shopping, they can use their wallet to make a stand.  

 

Butler & Butler Fair Trade Clergy Shirts are backing THE BIG SWAP and inviting Clergy to swap their current clergy 

shirts for the Fairtrade alternative. To encourage clergy to make the swap Butler & Butler are offering a 10% dis-

count on all shirts purchased during Fairtrade Fortnight -  22nd February -  7th March 2010.  

 

To claim the discount clergy can visit www.fairtradeclergyshirts.co.uk  

and order online. Entering promotional code SWAP when prompted for payment  

  Methodist Council had a packed agenda, with a variety of fruitful discussions. You can view the Council papers online 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.content&cmid=2895 

   

 Following a lively discussion at Council, the social media guidelines are now under open review. You can check out the guide-

lines http://docs.google.com/Doc?docid=0AaIGTYFx5M8dZGRzcWc2NXNfNGdjdjc0NWdk&hl=en   

and email Toby Scott , director of communications and campaigns, with your comments - scottt@methodistchurch.org.uk.  

  ¶         

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102995122847&s=286&e=0012PHarjmu5kYYWgjsGRjG99mj0FUS2MNTvD94oJiC0m-TUmx8KSujScNAyGGlHAyW7ll9au8cxESynvHCHWy8jMjM2QZ4E0eZSuK6qFbGVfVrtxa9eFEU3izEgkIxJWtH
mailto:scottt@methodistchurch.org.uk


Double Celebration  

At the Old Rectory  

There will be a double celebration taking place at one of North Lincolnshireõs most popular tourist attractions - Epworthõs Old Rectory - 

later in the month. 

Both are linked to the fact the elegant Queen Ann house was recently granted official status as a museum by the Museums, Libraries 

and Archives Council (MLA) in December. 

Local MP Ian Cawsey  officially unveiled the MLAõs Accreditation Certificate at a ceremony  held on the afternoon of Saturday February 

20. On the same day an exhibition room will also be officially opened to the public. 

The Old Rectory, build in 1709, attracts visitors from throughout the world, as it is the birthplace of John and Charles Wesley ð the 

founders of the Methodist Church. 

And to make it an even bigger magnet for tourists, plans are in hand to restore the Old Rectory to how it would have looked in 1716. 

Part of the plans is to improve access with ramps to the entrances and a lift to enable everyone to see all three floors of the elegant 

Grade I listed building. 

Many rooms will be returned to how they would have been when the Wesley family lived at the Old Rectory with period furniture, fur-

nishings and artefacts, which will tell the stories of their lives. 

The proposals include a purpose-built visitorsõ centre to house a museum shop, caf® and other facilities. There will also be improved 

parking facilities. 

ʵ The BBCõs Radio 4 ð in collaboration with The British Museum ð is currently running a series of programmes entitled ôA History of the 

World in 100 Objectsõ. 

I 

Methodists encouraged to fast for Fiji  

February 25 will mark solidarity with oppressed Church  

Methodists across Great Britain and Ireland are being urged to participate in a day of prayer and fasting, in solidarity with the Methodist 

Church in Fiji.   

People are being asked to abstain from food and to consider donating the money they would have spent on food to the World Mission 

Fund, which will be offering long term support to the Church in Fiji. The Fijian Church has nominated February as a month for prayer and 

fasting. The Methodist Prayer Handbook remembers Fiji on February 25 and Methodists in Britain and Ireland are invited to join in the 

prayer and fasting on that date. Methodists are asked to pray for the people, churches and government in Fiji, and a special prayer is 

available here: http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.content&cmid=3016.   

The Fijian Methodist Church is under increasing pressure from the country's government, led by Commodore Bainimarama, which has 

forced the Church to cancel its annual Conference and choir festivals until 2014. Local districts and circuits are also having their activi-

ties restricted, with administrative meetings banned.   

Revd Stephen Poxon, ex-president of the British Methodist Conference and Secretary of the Methodist Missionary Society, said; "In the 

UK, it's easy to take our religious freedoms for granted. The Methodist Church in Fiji simply desires to worship God and serve the people 

of Fiji with their ministry, but the government's unreasonable restrictions are making the Church's daily life almost impossible. Through 

fasting and prayer, we want to show our solidarity with our Fijian brothers and sisters."  

All members of the Fiji Methodist Church Standing Committee have been charged with attending an unauthorized meeting (held last 

April), and have been held for questioning by police. A number of church ministers have also been accused of spying on the government, 

although the allegations have yet to be substantiated.   

The Fijian Church has requested a meeting with the government to discuss the ban and explore alternatives. 'We are a people who be-

lieve in knocking,' said one minister, 'even 'til midnight!' However one superintendent was overheard saying he would hold meetings 

anyway, and was reported to the military, who took him in for questioning.  Despite the pressures, the Fijian Church's chaplains continue 

to serve the police and the military, leading devotions frequently in churches and barracks.  

Under new legislation, speaking out against the government is deemed treason, and sending criticisms of the regime to or from abroad 

will be regarded as sedition. As any such criticism (whether made in Fiji or abroad) is now being treated as a criminal act.   

People can donate to the World Mission Fund online at http://www.justgiving.co.uk/fast-for-fiji, or by sending a cheque payable to "The 

World Mission Fund" to Fast for Fiji c/o Dave Bennett, Fundraising Coordinator, at Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, Lon-

don, NW1 5JR.  

http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.content&cmid=3016
http://www.justgiving.co.uk/fast-for-fiji


 

 

NEWS RELEASE  
11 February 2010 

Methodist President and Vice-President affirm commitment to a covenant relationship with the Church of England 

òWe are prepared to be changed as a Church if that will serve the needs of the Kingdom.ó 

The President and the Vice-President of the Methodist Conference addressed 

the Church of Englandõs General Synod this morning, expressing the Method-ist 
Churchõs commitment to a covenant relationship with the Church of England 

and answering questions from synod members in a discussion following their 

address. 

Revd David Gamble and Dr Richard Vautrey said that the Covenant relation-

ship was a òserious, deeply committed relationshipó and ònot an irrelevant 

extraó. They said that responses to the challenges of the Covenant should be 

driven by a desire for mission. 

Revd David Gamble said: òWithin Godõs overwhelming gracious covenant re-

lationship with us and with our churches, we are in a covenant with each 

other. For better for worse, for richer for poorer, but always for the gospel.ó 

Dr Richard Vautrey talked about the work that the two Churches do together, referring to the Churchesõ joint action on climate change 

and support for the Citizens for Sanctuary campaign. 

òWe can and do work together on issues of social justice, on issues that we both know God calls on us to challenge our society and 

our world,ó said Dr Vautrey. òThere is more that we could and should be doing together. David and I have just come back from a visit 

to Israel/Palestine. There can be few other places in the world where the cries for justice and peace strike deeper in to the heart. We 

know that Archbishop Rowan is shortly to visit Israel, and perhaps on his return we should explore ways that we could jointly work to 

help Methodists and Anglicans to respond to the increasingly desperate cries for help coming from the Holy Land.ó 

Revd David Gamble posed the question of how the two Churches could respond to the challenges of the 21st century; a society of dif-

ferent faiths, cultures and histories. 

òMethodists approach the Covenant with the Church of England in the spirituality of the Covenant prayer,ó said Revd David Gamble. 

òSo when we say to God ôlet me have all things let me have nothingõ, we say it by extension to our partners in the Church of England as 

well. We are prepared to go out of existence not because we are declining or failing in mission, but for the sake of mission. In other 

words we are prepared to be changed and even to cease having a separate existence as a Church if that will serve the needs of the 

Kingdom.ó  

ENDS 

Notes 
For the full text of the address  www.methodist.org.uk/covenant or www.yorkhullmethodist.org.uk/news.php?id=208 

Citizens for Sanctuary campaign: http://www.citizensforsanctuary.org.uk/ 

 

 

Rural Hero of 2009: 

Rural Hero of 2009: Canon Rev Alan Robson, Market Rasen, Lincolnshire. 
Simon says:ñThis yearôs Rural Hero is someone for whom serving the country-
side isnôt so much a job as a calling, having been Lincolnshireôs Agricultural 
Chaplain for the past 10 years. He formed the Lincolnshire Farmer Support 
Group, which is run by a group of volunteers with a wide understanding of 
farming issues and offers a confidential telephone helpline. As well as this, 
Reverend Canon Alan Robson works with local groups to support the migrant 
worker population which contributes significantly to the area. Alanôs most re-
cent achievement is the Epic Project, a centre for innovation to explore new 
technologies and responses to global warming. The centre was his brainchild 
and through his determination the £6.2 million building which was opened last 
summer. Alan Robson is a heroic character with a passion for agriculture, 

food production and pastoral care.òΟHighly Commended: Tim Rollings, owner 

of Fishers Farm Park in West Sussex, for employing and encouraging over 30 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/covenant
http://www.citizensforsanctuary.org.uk/


OLD RECORY óPORTRAITô FEATURED IN REGIONAL HISTORY BROADCAST 

An item from North Lincolnshireôs Old Rectory museum has been featured on Radio Humbersideôs regional version of BBC Radio 4ôs series 

óA History of the World in 100 Objectsô. 

The regional radio station was featuring 10 objects from the Humberside area in a broadcast on Monday (February 15) and included in them 

was a óportraitô of John Wesley, co-founder of the Methodist 

Church along with his brother Charles. 

The portrait is in fact a micrograph ï incorporating 14,000 

words from the biography of John Wesley used to create an 

artistic representation of his features. 

Rev David Leese, Methodist Minister in Epworth and a trustee 

of the Old Rectory, which is situated there and was the birth-

place of John and Charles Wesley, went along to Radio Hum-

berside to talk about the óportraitô. 

He explained: ñThe micrograph was created by Loius Gluck 

Rosenthal in Sheffield in  

1850, and uses nearly 14, 000 words from a biography of John 
Wesley published in 1831, to create an artistic representation of 

Wesley based on the John Jackson portrait exhibited in 1827. 

ñIt took three years to create. From distance the portrait appears artistically to be a conventional drawing, and it is only upon close inspection 

that the lines and shadings can be seen to be created by 1,000ôs of words.  

ñJackson' portrait creates an imposing profile of Wesley, demonstrating his importance and reputation, over and against his real life diminutive 

stature,ò added Rev Leese.   

The presentation of the micrograph at the event cause considerable interest among members of the public attending the event, many of whom 

did not believe it was created from words, until they had the opportunity to examine it close up. 

All objects featured at Mondayôs event at BBC Radio Humberside were manmade, visual, and ideally portable. They also included the 

Brookeôs Slave ship model from Hull, Amy Johnson's flying suit, a box of Reckitts Blue and the Wroot Jade Neolithic axe head. 

 

 

PILGRIM HOSPITAL, BOSTON 

Chaplaincy & Bereavement Services  

PART-TIME CHAPLAIN (2 sessions / 7.5hrs per week, plus on -call)  

Salary £24831 pro rata, plus accommodation allowance (RRP), plus on-call premium. 7.5 hours per week 

This large NHS Trust provides acute services to the population of historic Lincolnshire, with 

hospitals in Lincoln, Boston, Grantham and Louth. The Chaplaincy & Bereavement Services Depart-

ment is a well - developed, highly respected and much appreciated service within the Trust. Due 

to the development of the service the Trust is seeking to appoint a part - time Chaplain to as-

sist the current team in the delivery and development of Chaplaincy services.  

You will be an ordained Minister of the Anglican or the member churches of the Free Churchesõ Group. You will have at least three yearsõ 

experience in pastoral ministry and ideally offer some experience of healthcare Chaplaincy. 

Boston is an historic market town with a mixture of traditional and chain store shopping. With reasonably priced housing costs and good 

local schools, it is set in the Lincolnshire Fens with easy access to beautiful beaches and quiet countryside. The hospital has strong com-

munity links and is a major employer in the area. 

Enquires contact: The Revd. Tim Couchman, Trust-wide Senior & Managing Chaplain, tel. 01522 573402 

To arrange an informal visit: The Revd. Christine Bonneywell, Lead Chaplain to Pilgrim Hospital, tel. 01205 445243 

Closing Date: 5th March 2010 Interview Date: 25th March 2010 

Applications Forms: Please contact Revd. Christine Bonneywell or the Human Resources Dept at Pilgrim Hospital Boston. 

Website: www.ulh.nhs.uk 

 

Text PRAYNOW to 82088 

Free weekly prayer texts from the Methodist Church 

Following a successful pilot, the Methodist Church is now offering free weekly prayer texts to help Methodists join in prayer with hun-

dreds of others on topical and personal issues.  To receive the texts people simply send a text message reading PRAYNOW to 82088, 

which will be charged at their standard network rate. All of the prayer texts they receive will be free of charge.  
Users of the pilot service were asked to text in their feedback and the result was overwhelmingly positive. June M texted in to say, òI 

welcome those prayertime texts, they make me stop & pray whatever I'm doing, where ever I am. Thank you 4 a valued serviceó. An-

other user said, òMany thanks this service is of great value and helps to encourage focusing on what is important during what we con-

sider to be our priorities.ó òI feel moved by the idea that people across the country are being connected through the prayer text ser-

vice,ó said David Webster, the Churchõs Internet Communications Coordinator. òAlthough many find the beeping of mobile phones 

annoying, for those signed up to PRAYNOW it will remind them that they are part of a growing community of prayer, whatever may be 

going on around them.ó 

http://www.ulh.nhs.uk/


From brianbouncer@aol.com 

A friend described himself to me as being ôspiritually snowboundõ .  

Looks delightful from the outside but within thereõs either too much 

cosiness or too much  frustration to be an effectively witnessing 

Christian. Needs a spiritual health-check!  Itõs refreshing to see (in the 

circuitsõ news which comes my way) how many churches are involved 

in structured Lent courses, often ecumenically.  The spiritual re-

examination involved does re-energise the weary Christian as we are 

able to share our journeys and, in careful listening, gain new insights. 

 

I was asked òAre you a Christian or a Methodist?ó  Smiling at the no-

tion that the two arenõt compatible, I did realise that the questioner 

was probing how much the denominational label means. Brought up in 

an ex-Primitive family context and married to an Anglican wife, I un-

derstand that peaceful co-existence is possible and even delightful. We 

worship and witness in and from a Methodist congregation but as 

Christians first. Our Presidentõs address to the Church of England 

Synod, suggesting  that in a covenant relationship we might ultimately 

cease to exist as an independent Church, doesnõt imply a takeover by 

another organisation.  It does encourage the death of the foolishness 

of denominational labelling. In any family there are many varying atti-

tudes, squabbles, aspirations and necessarily flexible working struc-

tureséand usually an underlying love which is hard to explain but 

whose genuineness is unmistakeable. 

 

Itõs the right season for every one of us to focus on the uncompromis-

ingly unfettered, unconditional love of Jesus!  

 

 

 
 
The Barton on Humber and Brigg circuit, with the Anglican Yarbor-

ough Deanery have a valuable ecumenical prayer diary.  It invites 

prayer on a focused basis for every church within the circuit/deanery 

area, with the names of key workers in each place. For example, Sun-

day 21 February homes in on Thornton Curtis and Wootton, where 

there is no Methodist church but Methodists will be praying for those 

two communities and churches.   Barnetby on the 28th! 

 

 

FROM THE ôRECORDERõ an honourable mention for organist Colin 

Porter of Ruskington, who continued in 2007 a tradition (begun in 

Peterborough) of holding Sankey Singalongs.   Theyõre very popular 

with the gathering of almost 100 stalwart singersé.  

 

rememberfairtradefortnightstartsmonday22february  

There are, it seems, some misunderstandings about what a fresh 

expression is.  Itõs not just using the Dramatised Bible for a change. 

Itõs òa form of church for our changing culture, established 

primarily for the benefit of people who are not yet members 

of any churchó.  For example.. caf® church é breakfast church é 

messy church é all engaging with the community.  And these are 

for all agesé. 

LINC - HS½R NEEROQHMF9 EDAQT@QX 

Thereõs also RECORDER mention of an ecumenical sponsored 

prayer walk in Lincoln, focusing on praying for those in need .. staff 

of shops and business closed or about to close. A pause outside 

Burton Road barracks to reflect on the challenges facing service 

people when their time in the armed forces is over.  Prayers for 

those who attend Lincoln College on Monks Road.  Raised public 

eyebrows, turned heads as people asked what the walkers were 

doing.  Prayers for Jobcentre staff.. And a positive message sent out 

that people seeking work are not just statistics. 

 

 
 

 TALEPIECE:  A very sick man visited his doctor. òIõm frightened to 

die.  You go to church ð tell me whatõs on the other side.ó  The 

doctor said simply that he didnõt know.  òYouõre a Christian and you 

donõt know!ó shouted his sick patient.   

   The doctor was holding the door handle. There was the sound of 

scratching and whining, the doctor opened the door and in leapt the 

patientõs spaniel, eagerly. 

    The doctor said:  òJust think.  Your dogõs never been in here be-

fore, didnõt know what was here.  All he knew was that his master 

was here so in he came without fear. Me, I donõt know what lies the 

other side of death but I do know my Master is there ð and that is 

enough. When the door opens, I shall pass through with no fear and 

with gladnesséó 

 

Have a positively productive Lent!      Brian S  

CIRCUIT WEBSITES give striking clues about the image we 

present ð or donõt.  One includes church information last up-

dated in 2000.  Another includes closed churches with their 

worship times. Another gives correct information but no sub-

stanceé All are reflections, I suppose, of the ôwebbinessõ of the 

loyal members.  Each month, we might glance at some circuit or 

church sites which appeal (to me, at least). 

 

This month Iõve chosen Louth, where there is careful, clear in-

formation about their re-shaping for mission. Thereõs acknowl-

edgment that limited resources have to be focused appropriately 

and churches were invited to identify with either a traditional or 

fresh expressions focus.  Some churches have made their deci-

sions and Louth will cater for both areas of witness.  All will be 

in place by the Connexional time limit of August 2013. 

 

The circuit has moved over 10 years from sectional ministries to 

a cluster pattern where lay pastors provide localised care and 

support and ministersõ skills are deployed circuit-wide.  Effective 

but not yet achieving circuit-wide spirit. 

The plan is to keep the balance of lay pastors and ministers, 

moving to a more open network. each chapel develops appro-

priate links and is free to offer styles of worship and patterns of 

ministry suited to their community. 

 And thereõs the newly-emerging East Lindsey Partnership with 

Mid-Lincolnshire and Alford, Skegness and Wainfleet.   Plus the 

details of circuit operation, youth activity,  links ð and The Plan! 

Next time:  Mid-Lincolnshire and UMC Kirton 

mailto:brianbouncer@aol.com
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